LIFE SIGNS

RESPECT FOR LIFE – EDUCATION MOVEMENT (RLEM) NEWSLETTER
The ‘Respect For Life – Education Movement  (RLEM)’ is a Canadian charitable organization dedicated to the teaching of respect for all human life from the moment of conception  to natural death
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ON TV NEWS BULLETIN, RLEM HERALDS ADOPTION
AS ALTERNATIVE TO ABORTION
On September 29, RLEM was invited on the news bulletin of the provincial CBC television network for a presentation  of pro-life views, following a demonstration held the day before in Montreal, by the « Réseau québécois d’action pour les femmes » (Quebec network of action for Women). The latter reacted against Bill C-484 which would have rightfully offered a compensation to the parents of an unborn child while criminalizing any harm done to such a child through aggression on the mother (this bill was dissolved on account of federal elections). We emphasized the fact that the financing of adoption support was non existent, and that it was this iniquity that should be addressed rather than the increase of abortion financing - already reaching gigantic proportions – as demanded by the protestors.

RLEM LECTURE TO MEDICAL STUDENTS
On Saturday November 22, RLEM gave a lecture  at the « Annual Congress of pro-life medical students », held in Ancaster, Ontario, on the statistics concerning the after-effects of  legally-induced abortion. Thus, the participants were able to learn how deaths and other serious consequences caused by abortion are  definitely coded into the statistics. We have invited the participants to consult our Web site www.right to know.org in order to see the hundreds of scientific studies  which demonstrate the critical after-effects of abortion in the short, medium and long term. You may dial 1-866-445-9695 for the DVD copy of this lecture. Ideal for a presentation to health professionals.
BE INFORMED ON THE RISKS OF ASSISTED SUICIDE
The RLEM information sheet concerning the consequences of  legalizing euthanasia and assisted suicide  is now available at www.rlem.org under the “Our Publications” section. Entitled “Assisted suicide and you”, our sheet constitutes an excellent tool for you to make people understand how this supposedly “personal and private” question would create an incredible upheaval in our society as a whole, endangering the very foundations of civilization and democracy. 
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

OUTAOUAIS REGION
ENLIGHTENING LECTURE ON EUTHANASIA
On October 17 and 18, Dr. Margaret Somerville, who heads the Centre for Ethics, Medicine and Law, at McGill University in Montreal, delivered a lecture on euthanasia at St. Paul University in Ottawa. This lecture gave us the opportunity to realize the extent of consequences linked to the legalization of assisted suicide and euthanasia; in the process, we were given the proper arguments to pass on the message. Thus, the RLEM sheet entitled “Assisted suicide and you”, available at www.rlem.org, “Our Publications” page, was created and distributed by our movement to all the organizations in charge of palliative care across Canada.

RLEM LECTURE THIS COMING DECEMBER 12
On Friday, December 12, at 7:50 p.m., in the context of a celebration organised by the Mouvement en faveur de la vie (MFV) in honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the patron saint of the cause of life and the MFV, whose feast day coincides with this event, RLEM will deliver a lecture on euthanasia. The latter will be preceded by the rosary at 6:30 p.m. and a special mass at 7:00 p.m. in the Our Lady of Guadalupe church, located at 30 St‑Onge St., in the Hull sector of Gatineau. The lecture will be filmed and a DVD will be available in the following days. Admission is free: welcome all!

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING DINER FOR ALBATROS

We were delighted to introduce the Albatros movement to a full house of  guests at a fundraising diner, Saturday, October 11, at the Knights of Columbus hall in Maniwaki. For those who are not familiar with the organization, these are volunteers trained to accompany individuals  at the end of life. This is where one learns the beauty and worth of  “living fully to the end”. See the Albatros Corporation website at www.corporation-albatros.com.

A GREAT PRO-LIFE VOLUNTEER HAS DEPARTED
RLEM Outaouais mourns the departing of a  great  pro-life  volunteer in the person of Mr. Ernest Chénier, of Thurso.  Despite fragile health, Mr. Chénier gave himself body and soul for the cause of life, raising, on his own, more than $500 each time he held a pin sale to the profit of our movement. He never hesitated in participating in the March for Life on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, and he organized a number of lectures for us in Thurso. We shall miss him greatly.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE –

EDUCATION MOVEMENT – MONTREAL REGION

RLEM CONGRATULATES MGR TURCOTTE

RLEM has sent its most heart-felt congratulations to Mgr Jean‑Claude Turcotte, Archbishop of Montreal, for his courageous gesture in handing over  his Order of Canada Award medal, in protestation against the nomination of Mr. Henry Morgentaler to the Order of Canada. A letter of congratulations to Monseigneur, signed by Mr. Renald Veilleux, administrator for RLEM, was also published in the September 13-14 edition of the Ottawa Region Le Droit daily. 

  MCGILL UNIVERSITY DISCOVERS OUR RESOURCE GUIDE
A female student from McGill University, about to establish a pro-life group, has contacted us for our pregnancy and adoption support resource guide for Montreal, in English – a service we have promptly obliged. To be followed !

RLEM TARGETS IVF
The McGill University Centre for reproductive medicine supports Mrs. Julie Snyder in her campaign for public financing of in vitro fertilization (IVF), so that the government has heeded their request in these last weeks. Following this announcement, coupled with the largely publicized declaration according to which the abortion debate was now “closed” and that the only election issue of importance remained the economy, we have forwarded to the media the following letter to the editor: “The gross domestic product (GDP) of countries who have decriminalized abortion is plummeting on account of fertility rates around only 1.6 children per woman, while a rate of 2.1 is needed to barely maintain the population level.  Now, what makes the economy go around? The population. Who cares for people in the health system? People who make up the population. But how many future doctors and nurses are among the 115,000 children aborted each year in Canada? Moreover, abortion causes sterility in 2 to 5% of cases (among other serious after-effects, see www.abortinfo.org), which gives between 2,300 and 5,750 new cases of sterility among Canadian women each year.  So, the demand for IVF grows each year, the cost of which averages $15,000 $. IVF has a very low success rate, causes health problems for women and generates children with weaker health. So these children are abortes, and this cycle of death drives us ever more deeply into a bottomless pit of sickness and misery. If we wish to pull ourselves out of such a situation, we will have to start sowing  life.”
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RESPECT FOR LIFE – 

EDUCATION MOVEMENT -
  QUEBEC CITY REGION
QUEBEC CITY SOUTH-SHORE REGION 

CONSIDERS ADOPTION

With the precious help of Mrs. Jocelyne Gagnon, our Vivere Canadian Newborn Adoption Support Service was presented to the person in charge of adoption in the Quebec Health and Welfare Department for the Quebec City south shore region. More extensive presentations may be offered to interveners in the field based on the book and guide we will be launching at the beginning of 2009.
ALBATROS TROIS-RIVIÈRES PLEADS IN FAVOUR OF 
PALLIATIVE CARE
On October 31, three members of Albatros Trois-Rivières attended a  lunch-conference organized  by the Association québécoise de défense des droits des personnes retraitées et préretraitées(AQDR) (Québec Association for the defense of the rights of retired persons) whose mission, as described  on the Web site of the organization, is to protect the security of the persons they represent. The subject of the talk was the following: “The right to chose” to “die with dignity”. Following our proposition, some well-targeted interventions allowed for opportunities to stress the incoherence between the mission of the organization and the subject of the talk, since the legalization of euthanasia would endanger the security and the life of senior citizens. The guest speaker, Mr. Gilles Lebel, came from the Association québécoise pour le droit de mourir dans la dignité (AQDMD) (Quebec Association for the right to die with dignity), the mission of which, according to its Web site, is to promote the legalization of  assisted suicide and euthanasia. The fact that this organization has chosen to use a platform that would normally promote palliative care (l’AQDR) to promote opposing interests is revelatory of the crushing effects the legalization of euthanasia would eventually bear on palliative and even curative treatments.

OUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR PUBLISHED
We are happy to inform you that one of our letters to the editor has been published in the Saturday, October 18 edition of the Le Soleil daily entitled “Morgentaler honoured” and in which we express how deeply regrettable it is that the cradle of North-American civilization also be the stage for the presentation of the Order of Canada award to a person so strongly linked to its decline.
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DID  YOU  KNOW

ADULT STEM CELLS CONTINUE TO SURPRISE
The sources of adult stem cells are ever on the increase : milk teeth, wisdom teeth, bone marrow; testicles, skin tissues, blood from the umbilical cord, etc. For example, in October 2008,  a French team has  discovered that the brain possesses self-regeneration capacities - a discovery opening new perspectives in the treatment of neuro-degenerative diseases such as Huntington’s Chorea, Parkinson’s or Creutzfeldt-Jacob’s disease.

ABSOLUTE REFUSAL OF ANY “RIGHT TO PROCURE DEATH” IN FRANCE
Mrs.  Rachida Dati, France’s Minister of Justice, has declared on October 8 that the “prohibition to kill” is an absolute foundation of our society. The recognition of the “right to be killed” would mean the denial of essential values belonging to our modern societies.” As for the Leonetti mission, after 6 months of hearings, they have handed their report to the French Premier, on December 2nd, with “absolute refusal of any legalization of active help in dying.”
POLAND SETS AN EXAMPLE: YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW!

In 1989, Poland has adopted a very restrictive law on abortion and its opponents predicted a public health disaster. But, since 1995, the rate of premature births has decreased by 21%. In the 4 years following the law of 1989, the rate of maternal mortality has fallen by 41%, and that of infantile mortality, by 25%. Cerebral palsy being 38 times higher in premature babies, we can see the restriction on abortion has borne extremely beneficial repercussions on the public health in Poland.  These data are the contribution of Vancouver researcher Brent Rooney; you can find more details at www.afterabortion.org/PAR/V8/n4/cerebralpalsy.html. See also our www.abortinfo.org Web site. 

FOOD AND HYDRATION: AN INALIENABLE RIGHT
In the case of Eluana Englaro, this 26 year old Italian woman in a coma since 1992, the Church has denounced, on November 13, the authorization of cessation of food and fluid intake for this person, reminding that this decision constitutes “an act of euthanasia, in law and in fact, sending a young woman to death in the midst of great suffering.” The Vatican has reaffirmed that feeding does not classify as “therapeutic aggression”. The Science and Life Association is asking “that the public execution of Eluana be put on film in order to show our children how a citizen in a country claiming to be civilized and democratic, can be condemned by justice to die of hunger and thirst.”

WHEN CAN ORGANS FOR TRANSPLANTATION BE REMOVED?

The French Agency for Biomedicine authorizes, since October 2006, on an experimental basis, removal of vital organs on  persons in a state of cardiac arrest « to increase the number of  potential donors. » Pope Benedict XVI  intervened, on November 7, during the International Congress on organ donation held in Rome, inviting  health professionals to wait until a consensus is obtained within the entire scientific community concerning brain death and cardiac death : “Without absolute moral certainty of death, any arbitrary decision (in declaring a death on the sole basis of cardiac death or partial brain death) should be dismissed for it is never permitted to act upon a doubtful conscience.” 
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    YES,  I  WISH TO  HELP  RLEM  BUILD  A CULTURE  OF  LIFE !

( INDIVIDUALS :   For $30 a year, I become a member and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 1 : For $200 a year, we become members and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 2 : For $30 $ a year, we do not become members (so, no right



      of  voting) but we nevertheless receive :
· four issues per year of  RLEM newsletters of good news for life, Life Signs ;

· an   income  tax receipt to the amount of my membership fee, and if  need be, of my  additional donation.

The membership year corresponds to the calendar year, that is, from January 1st to December 31st. Today’s   date   is  the  ____ th day of the month of ___________of the year __________. If this   date  falls  between the 1st of January and the 31st of August, my membership fee applies to the  current calendar year.  Otherwise,  if  today’s  date  falls  between  September 1st and December 31st, my membership fee  applies to the  rest of the current year along with  the following calendar year. 

(  I wish to add a donation  for  RLEM  to my membership fee :


( 30 $

( 50 $

( 100 $ 
 ( other amount: _______ $ ; or

 ( I enclose twelve (12) post-dated checks of________ $ for the next 12 months. 

My/Our   NAME   And  ADDRESS  (BLOCK  LETTERS,  PLEASE)
___________________________________
___________________________________

First Name





Family  Name
_________________________________________________________________________

Organization (if applicable)

No.

Street









Apt.

_________________________________________________________________________

City





Province



Postal Code

Tel. : (_______)________________________ 

I am sending this formula along with my check(s) to the order of  the  regional  RLEM  where I live. If I reside outside these regions mentioned hereafter, I shall make out my check(s) to the order of « RLEM – General Secretariat », P.O. Box 2204, Hull Station, Gatineau, QC, J8X 3Z4.. 

RLEM  Québec


RLEM  Outaouais

RLEM   Montréal

1073, René-Lévesque Blvd West
P.O. Box2204, Hull Stn
c/o Sr Pauline Grondin, s.m.r.
Québec (Québec)  G1S 4R5

Gatineau (Québec)
            1431 Fullum St.

Diocese of Québec


J8X 3Z4                                  Montreal, QC, H2K 3M3

                                                          Diocese of Gatineau-Hull                  Diocese of Montreal
  


                            Ottawa, Mont-Laurier, Amos






Rouyn-Noranda, Pembroke  







and Alexandria-Cornwall

vol. 8, no 4, winter  2008
 
                Life Signs

                                                        6
� EMBED CorelPhotoHouse.Document  ���














� EMBED CorelPhotoHouse.Document  ���

















[image: image3.png]


_1024721693.doc
[image: image1.png]«LA VIE EST UN BIEN PRECIEUX»







_1066684925.bin

