LIFE SIGNS

RESPECT FOR LIFE – EDUCATION MOVEMENT (RLEM) NEWSLETTER
‘Respect For Life – Education Movement  (RLEM)’ is a Canadian charitable organization dedicated to teaching respect for all human life from the moment of conception to natural death
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NEW “HAND OF HOPE” PAMPHLET
Following the exhibition of our enlargement of the famous picture entitled “The hand of hope” at our stand during the Quebec Knights of Columbus Convention on April 17 and 18 (the photographer having granted  us the right to reproduce said picture), we felt the need for a tool to explain the quite exceptional context of this photo. Thus was conceived our bilingual colour pamphlet bearing the same name. To download, visit our Web site at www.rvme.org, “Publications” page.

IN SEARCH OF ANSWERS ON ABORTION?

What are the possible sequels of abortion? Does the unborn child feel pain? Is the birth-control pill reliable? Does the condom really protect? Look up the answers, based on the most recent scientific studies, in our very recently updated flyers. You can download these at our Web site www.rvme.org. under the title “Publications”.
ASSISTED SUICIDE AND EUTHANASIA: NEW PAMPHLET
Our new pamphlet “Assisted suicide and you: Six points you may not have considered” is a tool you can use to help people reflect upon the potential consequences of legalizing these phenomena in Canada. As a bill on the subject was brought before the House of Commons, last March, it becomes urgent to spread this leaflet as widely as possible. You can download this flyer from our Web site at www.rvme.org, “Publications” page.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OPEN TO ALL
Our annual general meeting is open to all, members or non-members, so do not miss this opportunity to learn more about who we are, and add your contribution, if you feel like sharing in the discussions. Moreover, there is an election on the agenda. The annual general meeting will take place on Friday June 12, at 1:30 p.m. in Marie-Reine-du-Monde Cathedral, 1110, Mansfield St., Montreal.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

EDUCATION MOVEMENT

OUTAOUAIS REGION
OUR RLEM STAND AT THE MARCH FOR LIFE
This year in Ottawa, the March for Life, organised by Campaign Life Coalition on May 14, has put an emphasis on the 40th anniversary of the decriminalization of abortion in Canada. This eleventh annual march was granted the support of the Canadian bishops. In addition to those from everywhere in Canada, delegations from all regions of Quebec have been organised; the whole of the event was hosted in both languages from beginning to end. As for us, we manned a kiosk right before the banquet. For this occasion, we have elaborated a new chart of prenatal development, giving the measurements and developmental stages of the unborn, month by month, from conception to birth. You can download this from the « Publications » page on our Web site at www.rvme.org. To the latter, we have added for our stand, enlargements of: little feet at ten weeks gestation held between the thumb and index of a fatherly hand; an unborn in amniotic sac – a picture entitled “The tear”; “The hand of hope”, and the poster of our Vivere adoption support service (see www.adoptionviverecanada.com).

LECTURE ON ASSISTED SUICIDE IN OTTAWA

On March 24, we attended a lecture offered by a Canadian government agency on the opportunity of legalizing assisted suicide and euthanasia. Since government branches are duty bound to be neutral and unbiased, we made it our duty to write down a report of this lecture and pass it on to all the federal members of parliament, asking them to enquire about this undue promotion of a political issue on the part of a federal agency.

NEWS FOR SINGLE PARENT MOTHERS
About ten beneficiaries of the Espoir Rosalie Centre of Gatineau, brought together under the name of “Les habitations unies vers toit”, announced the realization of their more than ten year old project, that is to say, 65 housing units for single parent mothers. The construction of this apartment building should start this spring with occupancy in the course of 2010. The complex will be situated in the Gatineau sector between Maloney Boulevard and Notre-Dame Street, near Beauchamp Lake.
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EDUCATION MOVEMENT

MONTREAL REGION
IS ABORTION ALLOWED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES?

On the 4th of April, RLEM General Secretariat held a meeting of its Board of Directors in Montreal; in the course of this session, we  re-addressed the question of  circumstances in which abortion could be  acceptable or not. Thus, relevant resource documents have been re-examined and the conclusion we were able to draw is summarized here. 

Abortion - either in act or as an omission - aiming at ending the life of an unborn child can never be justified, whatever the circumstance,  the mother’s life and that of the child being of  equal value.  

However, if a treatment for a terminal disease is required to save at least the mother’s life, and that without this treatment, both mother and child would die, it is then allowed to attempt saving the mother through a treatment that could result in the child’s death. 

One thinks here of an hysterectomy done on a pregnant woman before the unborn has reached the stage of “viability” (stage of survival outside the womb) in order to remove a cancerous mass. In such a case the child, at any rate, would have been condemned along with the mother, so any attempt to save the life of the mother is justifiable. 

UPDATED RLEM MONTREAL RESOURCE GUIDE 

The updated version of the RLEM Montreal resource guide is now displayed on our Web site at www.rvme.org, “Publications” page. 

NEW PRO-LIFE CLUB AT MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

A new pro-life club is being formed at McGill University. They have asked for our RLEM Montreal resource guide, English version, which we hastened to prepare and forward to them.
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EDUCATION MOVEMENT -
  QUÉBEC REGION
« OPTIONS » SUPPORT CENTRE 

The Options Pregnancy Support Centre of Quebec City opened in 2007.  This service is registered in our RLEM Quebec City Region resource guide. You can download this guide at our site www.rvme.org, “Publications” page.

HOW TO PROMOTE ADOPTION AT BIRTH
Quite a number of persons find our Vivere Adoption Support Service Vivere on the Internet. These are mostly people who are desperately seeking to adopt. In order to promote our service, we invite the latter  to approach workers in the field of adoption within the machinery of government (youth centres, hospital perinatal services, CLSC, etc.) in order to stimulate the offer of babies and make known the high demand prevailing within our contemporary society for adoption of new-borns. 
The best way to proceed in order that interveners adopt our pamphlet and poster is to encourage them to consult the Lavallée report from their own government, published in March 2007; according to this report, time is ripe for promoting adoption at birth as a possible and commendable outcome to pregnancy. You can access the whole text at www.justice.gouv.qc.ca/francais/publications/rapports/adoption-rap.htm (132 pages before annexes). 
Vivere Publications have written a summary of the recommendations of the Lavallée work group concerning open and internal adoption, with quotations and references to relevant pages of the report. You will find the most evocative quotation on page 16: “Should we not modify the social perception of parental consent to adoption which should be presented and evaluated as a mature and responsible gesture when parents, for personal reasons, realize they lack the aptitude to assume the child they have brought into the world?”. We shall forward our summary to the Association des centres jeunesse du Québec and to the Association des Directeurs de la protection de la jeunesse du Québec. To be followed!
Our summary can be downloaded from the “Publications” page on our Web site at www.rvme.org.
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DID  YOU  KNOW

A CANADIAN WOMAN REJECTS ABORTION AND COMES OUT A WINNER
In October 2008, Mrs. Gillian DeSouza from Toronto, was advised by several parties to undergo, at 24 weeks gestation, a surgery called “early induction of labour”, which was meant to induce expulsion of her unborn child, and her death by water and food deprivation, thereafter; serious health problems had been diagnosed and the child’s death was deemed inevitable soon after birth (“Triple X Syndrome”). 
Mrs. DeSouza resisted these pressures and delivered a baby girl she named Jayla, who reached the age of four months in March 2009. Jayla is in fairly good health after her first surgery, while waiting for a second one. She needs neither feeding tube nor respirator. She sleeps and eats well but has some difficulty gaining weight.
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC INCLUDES THE RIGHT TO LIFE 
FROM MOMENT OF CONCEPTION INTO ITS CONSTITUTION

On April 21st, the National Congress of the Dominican Republic has passed an article eliminating the possibility of decriminalizing abortion. Article 30, establishing the inviolability of life from moment of conception until death, was approved by the Review Assembly within the constitutional reform project. The proposition has been adopted by 167 voices against 32.

NORTH DAKOTA ACKNOWLEDGES LEGAL STATUS OF UNBORN
On February 17, the House of Representatives of North Dakota has passed a law recognizing the legal status of the unborn child. Nineteen other American States are now working on similar bills, of which seven have been introduced since the beginning of the year. According to the “Personhood USA” movement, another four bills are now being officially discussed in Maryland, Montana, South Carolina and Alabama, while petitions are being launched in Oregon and Mississippi. A similar bill has been introduced at the federal level (H.R. 881), by Republican Duncan Hunter.
THE FIFTH MARCH FOR LIFE IN PARIS LIFE ATTRACTS 20,000 DEMONSTRATORS 
Of the 20,000 people participating in the 5th March for Life in Paris, on January 25th last, a good many were under the age of 25. They shall return in force in 2010 to lament the 35th  Anniversary of the decriminalization of abortion in France.

MEXICAN STATE OF COLIMA AMENDS CONSTITUTION TO 
INCLUDE PROTECTION FOR THE UNBORN
In an overwhelming vote of 19-0, Colima State legislators, in Mexico, have decided, on the 17th of February, to amend the State constitution so the latter could be read as follows, at article 1: “The right to life is an inalienable one for every human being. The State shall protect and guarantee this right from the moment of conception.”
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    YES,  I  WISH TO  HELP  RLEM  BUILD  A CULTURE  OF  LIFE !

( INDIVIDUALS :   For $30 a year, I become a member and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 1 : For $200 a year, we become members and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 2 : For $30 a year, we do not become members (so, no voting right)



      but we nevertheless receive :
· four issues per year of  RLEM newsletters of good news for life, Life Signs ;

· an   income  tax receipt to the amount of my membership fee, and if  need be, of my  additional donation.

The membership year corresponds to the calendar year, that is, from January 1st to December 31st. Today’s   date   is  the  ____ th day of the month of ___________of the year __________. If this   date  falls  between the 1st of January and the 31st of August, my membership fee applies to the  current calendar year.  Otherwise,  if  today’s  date  falls  between  September 1st and December 31st, my membership fee  applies to the  rest of the current year along with  the following calendar year. 

(  I wish to add an extra donation for RLEM of:


( $50

( $100
( $200 
 ( other amount: $_______ ; or

 ( I enclose twelve (12) post-dated cheques of $________  for the next 12 months. 

MY/OUR NAME AND ADDRESS (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)
___________________________________
___________________________________

First Name





Last Name
_________________________________________________________________________

Organisation (if applicable)

No.

Street









Apt.

_________________________________________________________________________

City





Province



Postal Code

Tel.: (_______)________________________ 

I am sending this form along with my cheque(s) to the order of the RLEM Office covering the diocese where I live (see below). If I reside outside these regions mentioned below, I make out my cheques to “RLEM General Secretariat”, now at the following address : 

P.O. Box 2204, Hull Station, Gatineau, Quebec, J8X 3Z4.

RLEM  Quebec City

RLEM  Outaouais

RLEM  Montreal

1073, René-Lévesque Blvd West
P.O. Box 2204, Hull Stn
c/o Sr Pauline Grondin, s.m.r. Québec, Qc, G1S 4R5

Gatineau, Qc,

            1431 Fullum St., Montreal, Qc
Quebec
Diocese 

                            J8X 3Z4                                  H2K  3M3

                                                          Diocese of Gatineau-Hull                Montreal Diocese




 


Ottawa, Mont-Laurier, Amos







Rouyn-Noranda, Pembroke  







and Alexandria-Cornwall
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