LIFE SIGNS

RESPECT FOR LIFE – EDUCATION MOVEMENT (RLEM) NEWSLETTER
The ‘Respect For Life – Education Movement  (RLEM)’ is a Canadian charitable organization dedicated to the teaching of respect for all human life from the moment of conception  to natural death
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URGENT  NEED  TO SPREAD  INFO ON  PALLIATIVE  CARE
Did you know that the expression « palliative (or comfort) care » covers a whole range of treatments aiming at relieving pain, illness symptoms, medication side effects, along with physical, emotional and spiritual suffering ;  it also concerns rehabilitation therapy and, end of life (or other)  personal care - and these  comfort treatments are gaining ground in Canada ? Did you know that, in 2008, any kind of pain can be treated, including those related to bones and nerves? Did you know that, for the last 20 years, a patient has had the ‘right of refusal’, which serves as a protection against   excessive treatment, or  « therapeutic  harassment »  meaning, any disproportionate treatment regarding a patient’s condition, the probabilities of a successful treatment,  and the risks of causing more damage than good ? That your ‘right of refusal’ concerning aggressive therapy and euthanasia can be included in your « mandate in case of  inability» ? 

But, have you also heard about this bill - to be  introduced  and discussed in the House of Commons - which aims at the decriminalization of assisted suicide (AS) ? Did you know that, in the countries where such a law has been adopted, palliative cares have virtually disappeared, fading in front of the death option, the latter being more  immediate  and less  costly, while people are thus forced to « choose » euthanasia, because  of this being the only remaining choice ? That in these countries, any restriction of AS  to a specific group  of persons (ex. mature age, sick, handicapped, etc.) has also been set aside because it is seen as « discriminatory » ? As one Canadian in  ten is afflicted with  suicidal tendencies at one point or other in his/her life, would this situation call for lucrative private clinics for assisted suicide? Could suicide kits – home style – be sold in drugstores with, or without, prescription ? This is the case in countries where assisted  suicide was decriminalized : once the door is set open, it becomes impossible to close it, even slightly. 
The RLEM  is about to launch an important  awareness campaign on the  issues discussed above. Downloading of our brochure is free of charge at our website www.rvme.org, under the title «Our publications ».  Copy it, give it away to everyone you know, including your provincial and  your federal  members of parliament, along with your municipal council. Post   it, publish  it, etc., it’s  urgent ! Together, we can overcome.                                                                 
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

EDUCATION MOVEMENT –

OUTAOUAIS REGION

LOCAL NEWSPAPER  PUBLISHES TWO OF OUR LETTERS
Saturday April 19 was most productive for RLEM Outaouais while two of our letters to the Editor were published on the same day, in the daily paper Le Droit ! These letters answered a question asked, a few days before, by this newspaper : « Is the fetus a person ? », a question put forward to oppose Bill C-484 which aims at criminalizing any harm  caused to an  unborn child as a result of a violent act committed against the mother. Our title : « Women and Slaves : ‘Non-persons’ of Long Ago».
THE OTTAWA CITIZEN PUBLISHES AN 
OUTSTANDING LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Our heartfelt congratulations go to Mr. Richard Bastien of Ottawa for his magnificent  letter to the Editor in The Ottawa Citizen on April 21st, under the title « If you are for equality, gender does not trump humanity ». Mr. Bastien lays emphasis on recent statements in the media - sheer  lamentations -  of persons describing themselves as « pro-choice » concerning  selective abortions of baby girls as « hate crimes against women ». In fact, if abortion is a « hate crime », why would it not be such when committed against baby boys ? Why would it not be such  when committed for other reasons than the sex of the child ? Owing to the immigration of certain ethnic groups favoring boys, selective abortion of girls is a rapidly growing practice in Canada. Let us hope that other similar circumstances and facts will keep on revealing these contradictions inherent to abortion. 
Fr. GUY POMERLEAU, RLEM OUTAOUAIS CHAPLAIN, HAS DEPARTED  AT  72 YEARS OF AGE
We regret to announce  that the RLEM Outaouais chaplain, Fr. Guy Pomerleau, died on Sunday, February 10, 2008. In many ways, he strongly encouraged the cause of life, including  invitations to give retreats on the respect for life at the Padre Pio House in Messines - his lifework and the place where he could live his last days just as he had wished. For more information on Padre Pio House, which dispenses palliative care services, visit www.fondationagp.org.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE –

EDUCATION MOVEMENT – 

MONTREAL REGION
On last April 16, Mr. André-Jacques Morin, person responsible for RLEM Montréal,  from 2000 to 2005, has left us for a better world.
Mr. Morin dedicated himself full time to the cause of respect for life since his retirement from  professional life in  education, first as a teacher,  then as learning consultant, and towards the end, as school trustee. In 1997, he was elected on the board of Directors  for the local community service center of Vimont in Laval, where he constantly defended the cause of life against all odds and with utmost courage.

On December 9, 2002, Mr. Morin solemnly  consecrated the RLEM Montreal to  Our Lady of  Guadalupe, patron saint of unborn children and Americas, during an important celebration in the Franciscan church on René-Lévesque Blvd. The RLEM Montreal has since elaborated a non-stop education program featuring respect for life, while organizing  lectures on bioethics, human genome, in March 2001, with Mgr Elio Screggia, president of the Pontifical Council for the Family in the Vatican; bio-manipulation with Dr Benjamin Simard, in 2002; chastity with Mlle Isabelle Bégin at the Collège de Montréal, in 2003; euthanasia with Dr. Joseph Ayoub at the Grand Séminaire de Montréal, in 2005, along with a whole spectrum of other events – all these being supported by the priceless contribution of Mr. André-Jacques Morin.

Mr. Morin did not, for instance, spare any effort during the intense preparations for the quite successful RLEM  Montreal’s 30th anniversary on November  28  2004, at the Grand Séminaire de Montréal. In 2005, following another lecture on the very topical subject of  euthanasia and assisted suicide, Mr. Morin has officially passed on the reins of RLEM Montreal, while sustaining his moral support  as well as contributing  legendary analyses of events which he frequently sent us and the media. 
We thank Mr. Morin from the bottom of our hearts for what he represented and has accomplished  for us. Au revoir Mr. André-Jacques !  You have been a great man and a true friend !

PROTECTION AGAINST ASSISTED SUICIDE (AS)
As a result of Mrs Myriam Tétrault’s initiative, person in charge of RLEM Montreal, the latter will organize several information  sessions given by two  notaries who will explain to those concerned how to deal with one’s  « mandate in case of inability » in order to be protected against assisted suicide and  euthanasia, the latter being a  100 % assisted suicide. 
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

EDUCATION MOVEMENT – 

QUEBEC REGION
KIOSQUE AT THE KNIGHTS’ OF COLUMBUS CONGRESS 

On April 19 and 20, we have hosted a kiosque at the annual Quebec Knights of  Columbus Congress, at the Hilton’s in Quebec. This has been our  great opportunity to hand out some hundreds of promo leaflets on Vivere, a Canadian newborn adoption support service, the text of which reads as follows : « « According to genetics, biology and embryology, you are the marvel and masterpiece that you are since the  moment you have been created,  that is, the moment of your conception. Since that second, absolutely nothing has been added : you were  completely and totally in existence, in that very first cell, one of a kind in the whole world, with a very unique contribution which you, only, could offer humanity.  One person alone is worth more than the whole universe... Let us cherish all of them from the moment of  their conception !  In case of a hard-to-cope-with pregnancy, think adoption.. www.adoptionviverecanada.com. » To print your free sample of this mural in letter size, simply consult our  website www.rvme.org, at the end of our home page. Use fancy paper and frame it, plastic-coat or laminate it on wood for an eye catching effect ! Hang it in your living-room, post it in your church, in your community hall, everywhere !

It is important to establish a link between two avenues of critical needs : the vital need for new-born Canadians to be adopted, and the critical need of biological parents to access adoption support services.

REWARDING LECTURE  AT THE DIOCESAN 

SERVICE CENTRE IN QUEBEC CITY
On April 19, half a dozen committed and inspiring persons were present at  the RLEM lecture entitled « In case of a problem pregnancy, what  are the choices at hand ? » More specifically, the adoption procedures in this province were explained along with the  perspectives of development  in this field. All were willing to offer their help to a woman coping with a problem pregnancy and having chosen to give up her child for adoption  at birth, through the Vivere Canadian newborn adoption support service. More information awaits you upon visiting our website : www.adoptionviverecanada.com.
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DID  YOU  KNOW  

TWO SUCCESSFUL PRO-LIFE MOVIES 
Not only did the pro-life film « Bella » win several first places in  Canadian movie theaters since its first showing on April 10, but the movie « Juno » , also a pro-life projection, was  nominee for best picture at the Academy Awards, and for  best actress (the Canadian Ellen Page) at the Oscars. 

BILL  C – 484  PASSES SECOND READING
Bill C-484 has passed the second reading in the House of Commons, on March 5. This bill aims at criminalizing any harm  causing the death of an unborn child through violence committed  against the mother. The bill shall now come under study by a parliamentary committee.

TAX CREDITS FOR UNBORN CHILDREN
The Liberal Party considers making  the following proposition to the government of Québec : allow 20 week old fetuses the access to « Child Support », an income tax credits program.  
A RESOUNDING OVATION FOR LIFE :                                                     60 000 PEOPLE APPLAUD POPE BENEDICT XVI
During the Mass officiated by Pope Benedict XVI at the New York Yankee Stadium, on April 20, 60 000 enthused faithful broke into a thunder of applause the moment the Holy Father denounced abortion, appealing to the protection of the rights of  « the most innocent and defenseless human being, the unborn child in the womb of his mother ». 

ABORTION CLINIC CLOSES DOORS AFTER 40 DAYS OF PRAYER 
IN FAVOR OF LIFE
On April 2nd , a New York abortion clinic  closed its doors following a 40 day prayer vigil for life that took place in various parts of United States, in preceding months.

MILITANTS FOR EUTHANASIA REVIEW THEIR POSITION
Dr Sylvie Ménard, distinguished European oncologist, informed the Spanish magazine Huellas ,  April 11, that she had reviewed her position concerning euthanasia after an illness made her benefit from comfort, or, « palliative » care. The same goes for a university student of Washington State, who, following  a  debate on euthanasia at the University, realized the enormous danger that this ending of life  represented for a multitude of non-autonomous, vulnerable persons, at the mercy of others.
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    YES,  I  WISH TO  HELP  RLEM  BUILD  A CULTURE  OF  LIFE !

( INDIVIDUALS :   For 25 $ a year, I become a member and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 1 : For 200 $ a year, we become members and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 2 : For 25 $ a year, we do not become members (so, no right



      of  voting) but we nevertheless receive :
· four issues per year of  RLEM newsletters of good news for life, Life Signs ;

· an   income  tax receipt to the amount of my membership fee, and if  need be, of my  additional donation.

The membership year corresponds to the calendar year, that is, from January 1st to December 31st. Today’s   date   is  the  ____ th day of the month of ___________of the year __________. If this   date  falls  between the 1st of January and the 31st of August, my membership fee applies to the  current calendar year.  Otherwise,  if  today’s  date  falls  between  September 1st and December 31st, my membership fee  applies to the  rest of the current year along with  the following calendar year. 

(  I wish to add a donation  for  RLEM  to my membership fee :


( 25 $

( 50 $

( 100 $ 
 ( other amount: _______ $ ; or

 ( I enclose twelve (12) post-dated checks of________ $ for the next 12 months. 

My/Our   NAME   And  ADDRESS  (BLOCK  LETTERS,  PLEASE)
___________________________________
___________________________________

First Name





Family  Name
_________________________________________________________________________

Organism (if the case arises)

No

Street









Apt.

_________________________________________________________________________

City





Province



Postal Code

Tel. : (_______)________________________ 

I am sending this formula along with my check(s) to the order of  the  regional  RLEM  where I live. If I reside outside these regions mentioned hereafter, I shall make out my check(s) to the order of « RLEM – General Secretariat », 38-2310, Ste-Catherine St. E., Montreal (Québec) H2K 2J4. 

RLEM  Québec


RLEM  Outaouais

RLEM   Montréal

1073, René-Lévesque Blvd West
P.B. 2204, Hull  br.

38-2310, Ste-Catherine St. E
Québec (Québec)  G1S 4R5

Gatineau (Québec)
            Montréal  (Québec) H2K 2J4

Diocese of Québec


J8X 3Z4                                  Diocese of Montreal
                                                          Dioceses of Gatineau-Hull                



 


                            Ottawa, Mont-Laurier, Amos







Rouyn-Noranda, Pembroke  







and   Alexandria-Cornwall
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