LIFE SIGNS

RESPECT FOR LIFE – EDUCATION MOVEMENT (RLEM) NEWSLETTER
‘Respect For Life – Education Movement  (RLEM)’ is a Canadian charitable organization dedicated to teaching respect for all human life from the moment of conception to natural death
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RLEM LECTURE ON YOUTUBE

The Canadian Physicians for Life (CPL) were so pleased with our lecture on the risks of complications, disease and mortality after legally induced abortion in Canadian clinics and hospitals that they asked to post the DVD on YouTube. You can view it at www.youtube.com with a click on “Search”, then on “Advanced options”, then by typing the following title “Abortion morbidity and mortality statistics” in the “with exact phrase” box. In November 2008, the CPL had asked us to produce this lecture on DVD for their pro-life medical students forum. Our studies show that in Canada, at least one woman in 25 is hospitalized an average of 2 days, following a legally induced abortion. 
IMMINENT LAUNCHING OF OUR BOOK

ON OPEN ADOPTION
Our 2009 milestone event will undoubtedly be the launching of our book on open adoption of Canadian newborns, or “domestic adoption”. Our French adaptation of the book “Affirming the Birth Mother’s Journey” is now completed and under revision by its authors in English and their French colleagues in the Quebec “Options” pregnancy support centres. The Alliance ressources grossesse du Québec (Alliance for Quebec pregnancy resources) has already placed an order for each of its affiliated centres. 

We are about to launch an all-out media campaign with press conference, launch, interviews and participation in several Quebec and French-Canada book fairs. The book in question explains all the ins and outs of open adoption from the point of view of each “star” of the open adoption “constellation” (biological parents, adopted child, adoptive parents, extended families, work colleagues, fellow students). Each stage, each aspect of the process is carefully examined, including post-adoption bereavement and relationships. The new Vivere adoption support service draws much inspiration from this book while offering training sessions to professionals and volunteers interested in creating peer support groups for women who have chosen to entrust their newborn through adoption. What an adventure to explore! 
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

EDUCATION MOVEMENT

OUTAOUAIS REGION
BE SURE TO NOTE MAY 14 AS MARCH FOR LIFE DAY
ON YOUR AGENDA

Each year, our members ask that we notify them long in advance about the date of the March for Life organized by Campaign Life Coalition on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, so they can reserve this special day. This year, the event is to take place on Thursday, May 14. The day usually starts with a 10.00 a.m. mass, followed by a rally on the Hill at noon; then comes the march through the streets of downtown Ottawa. In the evening, the rose banquet is always enhanced by a well-known guest speaker. The night before, there is a candle-light vigil at the human rights monument located in front of the Court of Justice in Ottawa. Each year, Quebec is lamentably represented in this march gathering many thousands of people from all over Canada. Help us remedy this terrible flaw.

ON-COMING RLEM DVD LECTURE ON INTERNET

Last December 12, RLEM Outaouais presented a lecture in Gatineau entitled « Euthanasia and assisted suicide : why oppose their legali-zation ? ». This has been filmed on DVD, which can be visioned on the RLEM site at www.rvme.org shortly. 

THE MATHIEU FROMENT-SAVOIE CENTRE
INAUGURATES NEW PREMISES 
On January 27, the Mathieu Froment-Savoie Centre has opened its new location in the former St-Benoît Abbé church, in the Hull sector of Gatineau. This palliative care unit is a choice resource centre and RLEM shall pay a visit there in the near future. We wish them success in their new place and speed them on in their marvelous mission of helping others to “live fully and comfortably until the end, in true dignity.”
THE PADRE PIO HOUSE IN MESSINES IS INITIATING ITS VOCATION IN END OF LIFE ACCOMMODATION 

The Padre Pio House in Messines is an oasis of rest, respite, convalescence and end-of-life care. For this last vocation, the first beneficiary was the founder of the Padre Pio House and chaplain of the RLEM Outaouais for many years, Father Guy Pomerleau, until his death, February 10, 2008. Since last fall, the House offers end-of-life accommodation to new beneficiaries. This is a resource worth discovering and making known. Visit the site at www.fondationagp.org.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE
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MONTREAL REGION
MONTREAL PAPER LA PRESSE PUBLISHES OUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR
On December 16, our letter to the editor headed : «  Aide au suicide assisté : un cadeau empoisonné » (Assisted Suicide : a Poisened Gift) was published in the La Presse daily. The text is reproduced here for your information. “Mr. Dufour has been acquitted of assisting his uncle Mr. Maltais in his suicide, given his mental incapacity and the former’s coercive harassment. This case has thus failed to create a judicial precedent in favour of the legalization of assisted suicide. The media recall the case of Sue Rodriguez who finally ended her life in the absence of legalized assisted suicide. The answer lies right here: it is by no means necessary for assisted suicide to be legalized for a person to perform the act. If anyone wishes at all cost to resort to this act, one will always find a way to do it, either alone or with assistance. But, to legalize it, that is, to institutionalize the act of assisting in suicide, would totally disrupt our society, while dehumanizing physicians by “breaking” their instinct of preserving life. And as experience has shown in The Netherlands, Belgium and Oregon, it is quite impossible to control  this practice. First, legalization “for exceptional cases”, then, increasing abuse, drifts and loss of control: in The Netherlands, parents may now have their child euthanized up to the age of 12, for medical reasons. Let not Canada open the door to this horror under any circumstance. 
VIVERE ADOPTION TO BE LISTED IN GREATER MONTREAL DIRECTORY OF COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Vivere Adoption Support will be included in the next issue of the above-mentioned directory. In this way, quests for help and support will promptly reach their destination. We would be glad to hear about anyone interested in helping as a volunteer worker.

VIEWING OF RLEM LECTURE ON DVD 

RLEM Montreal will invite you shortly to a public viewing of the RLEM lecture on euthanasia and assisted suicide, in the French language. Admission is free. On the program: definitions of different key concepts; overview of the legal situation of these questions throughout the world; important reasons to oppose legalization of these phenomena; different ways of engaging in simple, efficient and urgent actions to counter the death-promoting movement that will hit Canada, more specifically in the coming months.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE – 

EDUCATION MOVEMENT -
  QUEBEC CITY REGION
A STEP FORWARD TO ADOPTION 

ON QUÉBEC CITY SOUTH-SHORE
The person in charge of adoption for the Quebec City south shore has offered  constructive feedback concerning our brochure on adoption and corrections were made accordingly. Thus, we are ever getting closer to our objective, that is, that our brochure find its way in all policy centres dealing with problem pregnancies on the south shore of Quebec City. 

THE« 211 » SERVICE TO INCLUDE VIVERE ADOPTION
The 211 telephone and Internet referral service will include our new Vivere Adoption Support Service in its resources directory. This service covers the Greater Quebec City region.

OUR « DID YOU KNOW » FACT SHEET TO BE HANDED OUT TO PARLIAMENT MEMBERS
The RLEM fact sheet on euthanasia must reach all members of the National Assembly as soon as possible in order to counteract the blow of the bill for the legalization of assisted suicide and euthanasia, to be introduced in the House of Commons in March or April by Block MP Francine Lalonde. A summary of the sheet reads as follows:

1. To lift the ban on killing one another would strike directly at democracy’s foundation which rests on rights, which in turn are rooted in this prohibition to kill: we would be robbed of our sole protection against the passage from the laws of civilisation to the laws of the jungle;

2. It is most difficult to put limits and control over these practices;
3. Today, untreatable pain is quite rare;
4. The legalization of these practices deals a deadly blow to palliative and even curative care;

5. As regards physicians, to “break” their instinct of preserving life, it is necessary to dehumanize them and also to dehumanize the patients, which is most dangerous;
6. In short, the risks for our society as a whole as well as for the individuals that compose it far exceed the few benefits that a few people may reap.
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DID YOU KNOW

IN 13 YEARS, PENNSYLVANIA STATE PREGNANCY SUPPORT PROGRAM HAS HELPED NEARLY 150,000 WOMEN TO KEEP THEIR CHILD 

Since its foundation in 1995, the Pennsylvania State « Real Alternatives » pregnancy support program  has helped nearly 150,000 women dealing with a pregnancy that is difficult to assume to keep their child, among which 19,747 in 2007-2008 alone. For that year, the State Social Services Department has invested $6.5 million. No less than 118 centres financed by this public program service the State population. This program has accomplished its goal that any woman in this State can reach such a centre in less than an hour. These people know that a nation’s most precious treasure is its population.
A CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE SUPPORTS LUXEMBOURG’S GRAND-DUKE 
AGAINST EUTHANASIA
In December, Luxembourg’s members of Parliament voted 31 against 26 in favour of decriminalizing euthanasia. Following the Grand-Duke’s refusal to promulgate any law authorising euthanasia, the Premier initiated a reform to the Constitution in order to lessen the Sovereign’s powers. This amendment was the subject of a first favorable reading and should pass second reading during the month of March 2009. Now, a citizens’ committee introduced a request for a referendum in order to invalidate this constitutional reform aiming at reducing the role of the Sovereign. The said committee must collect 25,000 signatures if the referendum is to take place. According to the Constitution, such a referendum cannot follow its course, neither three months before nor three months after an election. As a legislative election is foreseen for June 7, this opinion poll could find its way only before the 7th of March or after the 7th of September. Moreover, could the law adopted under the actual constitutional regime be promulgated under another? “The answer is far from obvious”, concludes the Liberté politique paper, “and if this is not the case, the whole legislative process will have to be started over after the constitutional amendment.” This decision of the Grand Duke to oppose the promulgation of the law on euthanasia will have shown the power of resistance movements.
NINETY-TWO PER CENT OF CANADIANS ARE UNAWARE THAT ABORTION KNOWS NO RESTRICTION IN CANADA
An Angus Reid survey has recently revealed that 92 % of Canadians are unaware that, in Canada, abortion may be performed for any reason and at any stage of pregnancy, up until birth. This shines new light on the results of another Angus Reid opinion poll of June 2008, according to which 46 percent of Canadians declared themselves in favour of the status quo regarding abortion in Canada, even if, as demonstrated by the most recent survey, they do not know what the status quo in question is… The new poll has also shown that 95 per cent of the respondents are in favour of an informed decision involving the disclosure of the real dangers and consequences of abortion for the woman, and disclosure also of information concerning other possible options such as adoption, temporary placement and the choice of keeping the child, with support. The survey also revealed that a great number of respondents are opposed to abortion for the sake of sex selection, making it clear that abortion is not perceived as an absolute choice. These opinions confirm the 1988 recommendations of the Supreme Court of Canada that abortion be permitted only in cases where the mother’s life is in danger.
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    YES,  I  WISH TO  HELP  RLEM  BUILD  A CULTURE  OF  LIFE !

( INDIVIDUALS :   For $30 a year, I become a member and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 1 : For $200 a year, we become members and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 2 : For $30 a year, we do not become members (so, no right



      of  voting) but we nevertheless receive :
· four issues per year of  RLEM newsletters of good news for life, Life Signs ;

· an   income  tax receipt to the amount of my membership fee, and if  need be, of my  additional donation.

The membership year corresponds to the calendar year, that is, from January 1st to December 31st. Today’s   date   is  the  ____ th day of the month of ___________of the year __________. If this   date  falls  between the 1st of January and the 31st of August, my membership fee applies to the  current calendar year.  Otherwise,  if  today’s  date  falls  between  September 1st and December 31st, my membership fee  applies to the  rest of the current year along with  the following calendar year. 

(  I wish to add a donation  for  RLEM  to my membership fee :


( 30 $

( 50 $

( 100 $ 
 ( other amount: _______ $ ; or

 ( I enclose twelve (12) post-dated checks of________ $ for the next 12 months. 

My/Our   NAME   And  ADDRESS  (BLOCK  LETTERS,  PLEASE)
___________________________________
___________________________________

First Name





Family  Name
_________________________________________________________________________

Organisaion (if applicable)
No.

Street









Apt.

_________________________________________________________________________

City





Province



Postal Code

Tel.: (_______)________________________ 

I am sending this formula along with my check(s) to the order of  the  regional  RLEM  where I live. If I reside outside these regions mentioned hereafter, I shall make out my check(s) to the order of « RLEM – General Secretariat », P.O. Box 2204, Hull Station, Gatineau (Qc) J8X 3Z4. 

RLEM  Quebec City

RLEM  Outaouais

RLEM  Montreal

1073, René-Lévesque Blvd West
P.B. 2204, Hull  br.

c/o Sr Pauline Grondin, s.m.r. Quebec City, QC,  G1S 4R5

Gatineau, QC
            
1431 Fullum St., Montreal, Qc 
Québec
diocese 

                            J8X 3Z4                                  H2K  3M3

                                                          Dioceses of Gatineau-Hull                Montreal diocese



 


Ottawa, Mont-Laurier, Amos







Rouyn-Noranda, Pembroke  







and   Alexandria-Cornwall
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