LIFE  SIGNS
national bulletin of RESPECT FOR LIFE – EDUCATION MOVEMENT (RLEM)

Respect for Life  - Education Movement (RLEM) is a bilingual pan-Canadian charitable organisation that educates about, and supports, informed decision-making relating to difficult pregnancy &  end-of-life situations
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NEW “VIVERE” CANADIAN NEWBORN 
ADOPTION SUPPORT SERVICE
We are now able to offer an all-new Canadian newborn adoption support service. We have obtained all the necessary information concerning the procedures to follow in each of the Canadian provinces. Through our toll free number accessible from anywhere in Canada, women wishing to explore  the option of adoption at birth and/or obtain free and confidential moral and material support, before and after birth,  will be able to reach us easily.

At the same time, we launch a corresponding colour poster and pamphlet. The two show a beautiful picture of a newborn in the arms of a woman. The little one “does all the work” for us through his charm and his very real humanity. 

We invite all our members to obtain the poster and pamphlet and to disseminate them generously. Any person interested in offering some support to the women who reach us is invited to join us. 

GIVING ADOPTION AT BIRTH A “LITTLE LIFT”
We are in the process of obtaining a copy of the adoption at birth training dispensed by the “Centre jeunesse de Québec” with the CLSC and hospitals of their region. We will then be able to make known this training to health and social service workers in other administrative regions in the province. As proof that adoption at birth can be and is practised and that nothing prevents this procedure from being “open”, “semi-open” or “closed”.

“YOU ARE PRECIOUS TO ME”
Don’t forget to obtain a copy of our « You are precious to me » program to offer it on a volunteer basis and free of charge to the youth in your region. With this program, we will be able to shape a future that is based on respect for life! You can download it free from www.rvme.org.

“RIGHT TO KNOW” NOW “DOWNLOADABLE” !
By general demand, you can now download your Right-to-know stickers and cards from www.abortinfo.org. 
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RESPECT FOR LIFE –

EDUCATION MOVEMENT–

OUTAOUAIS REGION
OUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR PUBLISHED… AGAIN !
Recently, the Le Droit daily published our letter to the editor concerning adoption, of which we reproduce the text here for you. “We read that the waiting lists for abortions are growing longer. Did those women receive positive counselling concerning adoption? What a pity that the province of Quebec be the last jurisdiction in North America where private adoption is still not practised. What a pity that the province of Quebec be the only province where adoption at birth is stigmatised in the health system as a “heartless” gesture. Adoption at birth being most often treated by Youth Protection Services (but not always, it can also be done through the “Centres jeunesse”), women who like to choose this option are often made to feel like they are “deficient” in some way… Yet, when one out of six couples in Canada experiences procreative difficulties and must undergo the long, costly and complicated procedures of international adoption, when these children are desperately desired, when the fertility rate is so low in Quebec that we must have recourse to mass immigration solely maintain our population level, the State has a compelling interest in ceasing the discrimination against this option and starting to support the poor Quebec women who feel they must expatriate themselves to the United States or other Canadian provinces to have their child adopted by the person of their choice. It is a blatant injustice as this option is in high demand, it is possible in the system as it stands, but it is discouraged. We only seek to help women choose the option of death … Do we really think that this attitude is conducive to health for women and for society in general?”
And another of our published letters reads as follows: “You published yesterday the excellent news that the Canadian Blood Bank will invest massively in umbilical blood banks in order to respond to the growing demand for adult stem cells. Bravo! For stem cells from umbilical cords are indeed “adult » stem cells, that is they are not obtained from human embryos (“embryonic stem cells”) killed in order to extract the stem cells that are necessary for their survival. “Adult” stem cells have generated numerous cures whereas embryonic stem cells have not produced any, only problems of rejection, cancer and other serious anomalies in their recipients. Why fare so heavily on poor human embryos, who are less protected and respected than those of a fair number of animals? What kind of value system do we have as a society? What message are we sending out concerning the value of human life? 
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RESPECT FOR LIFE –

EDUCATION MOVEMENT– MONTREAL REGION
A SUMMER MOVE TO TAKE NOTE OF
After some ten years in the Mother House of the Grey Nuns of Montreal, RLEM was unable to renew or prolong their lease as the new owner of the convent, Concordia University, decided to rent al of the offices on our floor the Mother House College, a private secretarial school for girls founded by the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre-Dame.

It is therefore with much regret but in a motion of joy, thanksgiving and courage for the future that RLEM Montreal left the convent and the sisters, on June 20 last. We want to express here our deep gratitude to the Grey Nuns for all that they have done and been for us. We think here more particularly of Sr Agathe L’Allier, s.g.m., who, for years, has been one of our most devoted members.

You will notice our new address in the left margin. We are now located in the presbytery of what was once St‑Vincent-de-Paul Church, on St. Catherine St. East at the corner of Fullum, close to Jacques-Cartier Bridge, i.e. close to Tele-Québec, CBC and TVA/LCN/Global News, where we will therefore have the opportunity to carry out our work in favour of life in the media and with hundreds of youth and adults looking for truth and what is essential in life, that is love and respect.

Your precious support, always loyal and generous, would of course help us to cover the expenses generated by this move. Can we count on you once again?

10th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE 

CENTRE DE RECHERCHE ET D’ÉDUCATION 
À LA VIE FAMILIALE (CREVF)
We are happy to invite you to block off in your fall agenda the date of Saturday, September 29, for the 10th Anniversary celebration of the Centre de recherche et d’éducation à la vie familiale (CREVF), which will be held at St. Joseph Oratory. A host of speakers will inform and motivate us from noon to night and a thanksgiving mass will be celebrated at 5:30 p.m. Info: (514) 342-0695
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RESPECT FOR LIFE – 

EDUCATION MOVEMENT–  QUEBEC CITY REGION
RLEM QUEBEC RESOURCE GUIDE UPDATED
Do not hesitate to get the RLEM Quebec pregnancy and adoption support resource guide, updated this summer. You can download it from the RLEM Quebec section of the RLEM Web site  at www.rvme.org.

LETTER TO THE EDITIOR PUBLISHED
At the end of May, the Le Soleil daily published two of our letters to the editor, including the following: “Multiple sclerosis = death sentence?”, of which we reproduce the text herewith (translated from French). 

“Mr. Maltais was living with multiple sclerosis so it was evident, according to his nephew who helped him commit suicide, that the suffering from such an illness was unacceptable. It is normal the people diagnosed with such illnesses be depressed. They are also afraid of the suffering “ahead”, which can in itself can be worse than the actual suffering! Had Mr. Maltais had access to palliative care? Did he benefit from treatments for depression? Or do people who are gravely ill not have access to it “because their life is not worth living anyway” and “they are a burden for society?” Is it possible the Mr. Maltais felt this way with regards to his nephew? Treatments and care do exist to make the last moments of life relatively comfortable and less anxiety-laden than suicide…”
HEALTH MINISTER ARGUES AGAINST 

LEGALISATION OF EUTHANASIA
On Friday, June 8, Quebec Health Minister, Mr. Philippe Couillard, declared publicly his apprehensions with regards to any legalisation of euthanasia or assisted suicide. “Who defines what quality of life is ‘acceptable’?”; “Who defines the moment where quality of life in insufficient or that life is not worth living?”; “Palliative solutions in end-of-life care can commonly be applied. I would be somewhat afraid to live in a society that qualifies from a legal standpoint how to kill a person. There is a real potential for abuse and ethical error”. (Source: The Montreal Gazette, June 11, 2007)

PLEASE CONTACT US, 
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO SAVE LIVES!
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DID YOU KNOW
CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION CONFIRMS ITS OPPOSITION TO THE LEGALISATION OF EUTHANASIA AND ASSISTED SUICIDE

On May 29, the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) published its updated policy concerning euthanasia and assisted suicide (“medically assisted death”), which confirms its opposition to the legalisation of these practises. The policy lists the difficulty to ascertain the voluntary aspect of these decisions; the difficulty avoiding generalisation of access to these practises to any and all persons making the request, whatever the reason; and the very real probability that these options would jeopardise access to palliative care, already considerably limited (source: http://policybase.cma.ca/dbtw-wpd/Policypdf/PD07-01.pdf)

PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BANNED IN LOUISIANA AND UTAH

On May 24, the Louisiana House of Representatives adopted, in a unanimous 100-0 vote, a law banning partial-birth abortion, which is performed at a rate of 300 annually in that State. The State is following up on the recent US Supreme Court decision outlawing the said practice. The State is looking to give it more impact by becoming a closer and therefore more feared enforcer of the federal law. Any person performing this practice could spend one year in jail, pay a $10,000 fine, or both. 
FLORIDA IN SUPPORT OF LIFE
On April 27, the Florida House of Representatives adopted a number of laws in favour of the preborn child. One of these obligates all abortionists to offer the woman ultrasound images of her child before any abortion is performed. Another one creates a penalty of murder for any person causing the death of  fœtus through violence or vehicular homicide.

STEM CELLS: HISTORICAL BREAKTHROUGH IN JAPAN

On June 7, the Nature and Stem Cell journals published the revolutionary work of Professor Yamanaka of Kyoto University having allowed for the production stem cell similar to embryonic stem cells (“pluripotent”) from the somatic cells of mice, in this way eliminating the need for eggs and embryos. However, the “reprogramming » technique must still be much refined before it can be applied therapeutically.

CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION DEFENDS OBJECTION OF CONSCIENCE

This summer, the Canadian Medical Association was denounced by abortion promoters from both Canada and the United States, for its refusal to abandon its policy of protecting the conscience of physicians who refuse to perform abortions. Abortion promoters decry what they claim to be restricted access to abortion in Canada, and they blame the CMA and their policy of conscience protection. Bravo to the CMA for not caving to the  pressure! (source:  National Post, May 10, 2007).
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( YES, I WANT TO HELP RLEM BUILD THE CULTURE OF LIFE!

INDIVIDUALS: For $25 a year, I am becoming a member, and as such I will receive:

ORGANISATIONS: For $200 a year, we are becoming a member, and will receive:

· Four issues per year of the RLEM good news for life bulletin, Life Signs;

· An income tax receipt for the amount of my membership due and for any additional donation I wish to make.

The membership year corresponds to the calendar year, that is January 1 to December 31.

Today’s date is the  ____ day of the month of _______________ of the year __________. If this date is between January 1 and August 31, my membership due applies to the current calendar year. My membership renewal date will therefore be January 1 of the upcoming year. I will wait for my renewal notice. However, if today’s date is between September 1 and December 31, my membership due applies to the rest of the current year as well as the upcoming calendar year. My membership renewal date will therefore be January 1 not of the upcoming year but the next. I will wait for my renewal notice.

(  I wish to make a donation in addition to the one I am making for my membership due, in the amount of: 
( $25

( $50 

( $100
( any other amount: $_______ ;  

I include:

(  one lump sum cheque or 

(  twelve post-dated cheques of $________ for the next twelve months.

HERE IS/ARE MY/OUR CONTACT INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT):
___________________________________
____________________________________

First name





Family name

_________________________________________________________________________

Organisation (if applicable)

No.

Street









Apt.

_________________________________________________________________________

City





Province



Postal code

Tel.: (_______)________________________ 

I am sending the present form with my cheque made out to the region in which I live. If I live outside the regions below, I write out my cheque to “RLEM General Secretariat”.

RLEM Quebec City

RLEM Outaouais

      RLEM Montreal/Gen. Secr.

1073 René-Lévesque Blvd. West
Box 2204, Hull Station
       2310 St. Catherine St. East
Quebec, Quebec, G1S 4R5

Gatineau, Quebec, J8X 3Z4
       Montreal, Quebec, H2K 2J4
Quebec diocese



Gatineau-Hull, Ottawa, Amos
        RLEM Mtl : Montreal Diocese; 






Mont-Laurier, Pembroke, Alexandria-      Gen. Sec.: All diocese not covered by 




Cornwall and Rouyn-Noranda diocese    regional offices (new members).

Vol. 7, No. 3, fall 2007

  
    Life Signs





        6

� EMBED CorelPhotoHouse.Document  ���














� EMBED CorelPhotoHouse.Document  ���

















[image: image3.png]


_1024721693.doc
[image: image1.png]«LA VIE EST UN BIEN PRECIEUX»







_1066684925.bin

