LIFE SIGNS

THE RESPECT FOR LIFE – EDUCATION MOVEMENT (RLEM) GOOD NEWS FOR LIFE BULLETIN
Respect For Life – Education Movement (RLEM) is a Canadian charitable organization dedicated to the teaching of respect for all human life from the moment of conception to natural death
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FAREWELL FATHER OUELLET

On June 19th, a great pro-life figure left us in the person of Fr. Jean‑Guy Ouellet, chaplain of the RLEM General Secretariat. This pillar of the pro-life movement shall be greatly missed, given his undaunted enthusiasm for the cause and the inspiration he generated by his example, exhortations and support. For Fr. Ouellet, one project followed another. He gave his all until his last breath. He really incarnated the message he preached. We hope to continue making him proud.

THREE CHEERS FOR OPEN ADOPTION 

The Vivere Canadian newborn adoption support service is fast advancing to its full achievement. In a near future, the latter will have listings in the yellow pages of several regions under the “Open/closed adoption – support for biological  parents” and “Abortion – alternatives” sections. We are preparing for an avalanche of calls from women trying to cope with a problem pregnancy and hoping to find support for adoption. Adoption Vivere offers two types of free and confidential services   : 1) help with home chores; and 2) assistance through every stage of this great adventure of adoption, during pregnancy, at the time of delivery and for the entire post-adoption relationship with the biological parents. We received training in different fields these last months, in Kingston; at the Centre hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal (CHUM); and at the North American Congress on adoption, in Ottawa. We have read many books on the subject and are about to publish three guidebooks in French. Anyone interested in working as a volunteer in any of the fields mentioned above, is welcome to inquire at the toll free number 1 866 445-9695 and on the website of the service ate www.adoptionviverecanada.com.

WARM WELCOME FROM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
We are pleased that our good relationship with the Knights of Columbus for many years now is ongoing and, in fact, improving. Our next get-together will be the Fourth Degree Congress, at the end of October, during which we shall hold a kiosk, and where we have been invited to participate in the opening speeches.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE

EDUCATION MOVEMENT –

OUTAOUAIS REGION

DIVISIVE MORGENTALER NOMINATION 
HAS SOME POSITIVE EFFECTS
The quite inopportune nomination of Henry Morgentaler to the Order of Canada will have stressed the fact that abortion remains a divisive issue within the Canadian population. Up to this day, ten recipients of this award, of whom the last, but not the least, Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte (who received warm and prompt congratulations from RLEM in writing), have returned their medal, and no less than 105 federal members of parliament, among whom a few from Quebec, have officially reproved this nomination. This question earned us half a page article in the Le Droit daily, a 20-minute interview on the CJRC FM  radio show “L’heure juste”, a one-hour interview on the radio show “Séguin ce matin”, and a 20-minute interview on the province-wide TV show “ TVA en direct”. In this way, people had the opportunity to learn how adoption at birth constitutes a beneficial choice for women, children and society. 

NORTH AMERICAN CONGRESS ON ADOPTION IN OTTAWA
From July 30 to August 2, we held a kiosk during the North American Congress on Adoption, in Ottawa. In this way, the Adoption Council of Canada and that of Ontario, among others, have taken note of our new Vivere adoption support service. We offered to give a lecture at the 2009 edition of the Congress, which will take place in Ohio.
CHARM THEM WITH OUR NEW PREGNANCY CHART
What a wonder it is to realize the marvel of the generation of a human being. With our new pregnancy development chart, many are amazed to learn about little-known facts, the most impressive of which being, perhaps, the one about our measurement at  conception, i.e. 150th  of a millimeter ! And we were a full being, with absolutely nothing to add.
EUTHANASIA: CRITICAL PREVENTION REQUIRED
The Euthanasia Prevention Coalition needs your help in asking federal election candidates their opinion concerning the possible legalization of euthanasia and assisted suicide and then relaying this information to the Coalition. The questionnaire can be found at www.euthanasiaprevention.on.ca/questionnaire-1(fr).pdf.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE –

EDUCATION MOVEMENT – MONTREAL REGION
FATHER JEAN-GUY OUELLET HAS LEFT US
Father Jean-Guy Ouellet, one of the chief benefactors of RLEM Montreal, departed at the beginning of  summer, after 54 years of priesthood, of which 42 were spent in work to the benefit of the Drummondville population; first of all, at the Hôpital Sainte-Croix and at the Pavillon d’Youville. Fr. Ouellet died on Thursday June 19, at 79 years of age. He has worked for a long  time in the field of education, at  the grand et petit seminaries de Nicolet, at the Drummondville Externat classique, at the Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières, as well as with scouts and guides at the diocesan and regional levels, and finally, as chaplain of the RLEM. Fr. Ouellet was also founder member of Récupération Centre-du-Québec at a time when the population did not necessarily hold the issue of environment foremost in their thoughts. The funeral mass, which took place on the 24th of June in St-Frédéric church, in Drummondville, brought together a great number of  Fr. Ouellet’s friends and acquaintances. What a wonderful moment, this feast day of the Nativity of saint John the Baptist, to celebrate Fr. Ouellet’s entry into his eternal dwelling… May he continue to inspire us from above. Thank you, Fr. Ouellet, for everything you have been and done for us. The remains of Fr. Ouellet are buried in Nicolet religious cemetery.

A WELL-SPENT SUMMER FOR RLEM MONTREAL 
Montreal RLEM spent the summer informing its members of the many dangers of prenatal screening for the unborn child (risks resulting from the procedure itself, and the risk of genetic termination) so that they could be able to voice their concerns to authorities on this issue. We also have encouraged our contacts to express their discontent regarding the nomination of Henry Morgentaler to the Order of Canada. We have also voiced our deep consternation concerning this matter through a number of releases to Canadian newspapers. 

PROTECTION AGAINST EUTHANASIA – GET THE FACTS
The person in charge of RLEM Montreal, Mrs. Myriam Tétrault, will soon organize a few briefing sessions for our members; these shall be delivered by two notaries who will counsel on managing their advance directives, in order to insure a certain level of protection against euthanasia and assisted suicide - two practices which, let us hope, shall never become legal in Canada.
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RESPECT FOR LIFE – 

EDUCATION MOVEMENT -
  QUÉBEC REGION
‘WE REAP WHAT WE SOW’ AWARENESS CAMPAIN
Abortion performed for genetic reasons and medically assisted procreation (MAP) are the hot topics in Quebec. These last months, RLEM Quebec has been heard in government consultations concerning the generalization of abortion for genetic reasons in order to stress the natural and scientific law by which “We reap what we sow”. Expecting to reap life, health and happiness as a result of acts of death defies all logic and reason.
Quebec public funds are being sought to cover MAP. This technique is quite acceptable in the case of assistance to the procreation act, but not as its substitute. Many techniques rank with this category, but not fertilization in vitro (FIV) or surrogate motherhood. Hundreds of scientific studies demonstrate the deficiencies and hazards this kind of technique involves for the child and the population has a right to know. It is quite logical in fact, to reap a wounded fruit as a consequence of an act altered in its natural process. Our www.abortinfo.org website is now being “refurbished” with information on this subject. 
With the increasing problems linked with international adoption and also with MAP, it becomes critical to channel the request for MAP into a request for adoption at birth in our country. 

PRO-LIFE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IN QUEBEC CITY
On August 7, during the Supreme Congress of the Knights of Columbus held in Quebec City, the delegates adopted a resolution confirming the “commitment  of the Knights of Columbus to build a culture of life by promoting policies that favour the family” and opposing “every government action or policy encouraging abortion, research on embryonic stem cells, human cloning, euthanasia, assisted suicide and other offences against life”. 
The texts of all these resolutions are to be found at  http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/convention_2008/resolutions/index.html.
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DID  YOU  KNOW
AMERICAN ELECTIONS OFFER UNEXPECTED PUSH TO PRO-LIFE CAUSE
In naming Mrs. Sarah Palin, on August 29, as his choice for the American vice-presidency, John McCain, republican candidate to the presidency, has galvanized the pro-life cause. If Mr. McCain if elected, Mrs. Palin will be the first woman in history to hold power in the White House. Governor of the State of Alaska, Mrs. Palin is a mother of five and  a strong pro-life, chastity and family advocate. Her youngest son, barely five months old, has Down’s syndrome. Mrs. Palin and her husband were well-informed of this condition before their son’s birth through prenatal tests, but they chose not to terminate the life of their child. They have thus become models and heroes for all families with Down Syndrome members. The articulate and well-groomed Mrs. Palin has won the heart of the media and the American public when delivering her speech at the Republican Party congress, on September 2. The party’s chests have grown 10 millions $ richer since the choice of Mrs. Palin was announced. 

A NEWFOUND RESPECT FOR UNBORN BABIES IN CANADA?!

The Quebec Department of Health and Social Welfare intends to modify its law concerning the disposal of bodies so that unborn children weighing under 500 grams be considered other than simple biomedical waste. This decision aims at comforting parents mourning a miscarried child by offering a sepulture for the child, regardless of his or her stage of development. A bill will be introduced in the National Assembly at the earliest in September, following funerary practices established in different Quebec hospitals, including Pierre-Boucher Hospital in Longueuil and Ste-Justine Hospital in Montreal. Furthermore, Ontario is about to launch the “Infant Loss Awareness Day”, on October 15. This event is already a reality in United States. 

A LAW ON INFORMED CONSENT
PUTS AN END TO ABORTION IN SOUTH DAKOTA
On July 18, a law came into force in South Dakota mandating doctors to inform a woman requesting an abortion that the latter “will terminate the life of a full, living, unique human being, completely distinct from herself”. The law demands that the woman certifies in writing her understanding of this statement, at the latest two hours before the operation. In addition, the woman must be made aware of the fact that she is exposing herself to an increased risk of depression and suicide. Moreover, on July 1st, a law requiring doctors to ask the woman if she wishes to view the sonogram of her child has also come into effect. So, on the historic day of July 21st, 2008, the last abortion clinic in the State has closed its doors, abortionists fearing legal procedures for not applying the law.

22-WEEK-OLD UNBORN UNDERGOES SUCCESSFUL SURGERY
Australia’s Melbourne Hospital was the scene of a world first, according to an article published in the June issue of the Australian magazine, The Age. Doctors usually wait until the mother is 28 weeks pregnant before operating on her unborn child. As for little Leah Bowlen, she has become the first person in history to have reaped the benefits of an in utero (inside-the-womb) surgery at the very tender age of 22 weeks gestation.
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    YES,  I  WISH TO  HELP  RLEM  BUILD  A CULTURE  OF  LIFE !

( INDIVIDUALS :   For 30 $ a year, I become a member and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 1 : For 200 $ a year, we become members and will receive :

( ORGANISMS 2 : For 30 $ a year, we do not become members (so, no right



      of  voting) but we nevertheless receive :
· four issues per year of  RLEM newsletters of good news for life, Life Signs ;

· an   income  tax receipt to the amount of my membership fee, and if  need be, of my  additional donation.

The membership year corresponds to the calendar year, that is, from January 1st to December 31st. Today’s   date   is  the  ____ th day of the month of ___________of the year __________. If this   date  falls  between the 1st of January and the 31st of August, my membership fee applies to the  current calendar year.  Otherwise,  if  today’s  date  falls  between  September 1st and December 31st, my membership fee  applies to the  rest of the current year along with  the following calendar year. 

(  I wish to add a donation  for  RLEM  to my membership fee :


( 30 $

( 50 $

( 100 $ 
 ( other amount: _______ $ ; or

 ( I enclose twelve (12) post-dated cheques of________ $ for the next 12 months. 

My/Our   NAME   And  ADDRESS  (BLOCK  LETTERS,  PLEASE)
___________________________________
___________________________________

First Name





Family  Name
_________________________________________________________________________

Organism (if the case arises)

No

Street









Apt.

_________________________________________________________________________

City





Province



Postal Code

Tel. : (_______)________________________ 

I am sending this formula along with my check(s) to the order of  the  regional  RLEM  where I live. If I reside outside these regions mentioned hereafter, I shall make out my cheque(s) to the order of “RLEM – General Secretariat”, P.O. Box 2204, Hull Station, Gatineau, Quebec, J8X 3Z4. 

RLEM  Quebec City Region
RLEM  Outaouais

RLEM   Montreal

1073, René-Lévesque Blvd West
PO Box 2204, Hull Stn
38-2310, Ste-Catherine St. E
Quebec City, Qc, G1S 4R5

Gatineau, Quebec
            Montreal, Quebec H2K 2J4

Diocese of Quebec


J8X 3Z4                                  Diocese of Montreal
                                                          Gatineau-Hull                



 




                            Ottawa, Mont-Laurier, Amos







Rouyn-Noranda, Pembroke  






and Alexandria-Cornwall diocese
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